PROPOSAL FOR AGENDA ITEM ON SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, INCLUDING LATIN AMERICA 

Katowice, Poland. December 2nd, 2018 

To 
COP23/COP 24 Presidencies 

[bookmark: _Hlk531474584]Proposal to include a specific agenda item in the supplementary provisional Agenda for COP 24 on “the urgent and immediate needs and special circumstances of developing country Parties, including Latin American states, that are all particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change under the Convention and the Paris Agreement”

Your Excellency: 

The AILAC Group of countries wishes to present its compliments to the President-Designate of COP 24 and express its gratitude to the outgoing presidency of COP23 for its work in advancing the work of the Convention and the operationalization of the Paris Agreement. 

Following the outcome of COP 21 and the adoption of the Paris Agreement, AILAC has consistently engaged and attended all consultations regarding “special circumstances”, so as to honor the outcome adopted in Paris and to reiterate its position that all developing country Parties in different regions of the world – and notably in Latin America– are highly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change, especially, and in accordance with the terms of Article 4, paragraph 8 of the Convention and Article 7, paragraph 2 of the Paris Agreement, including: 

(a) Small island countries; 
(b) Countries with low-lying coastal areas; 
(c) Countries with arid and semi-arid areas, forested areas and areas liable to forest decay;
(d) Countries with areas prone to natural disasters;
(e) Countries with areas liable to drought and desertification;
(f) Countries with areas of high urban atmospheric pollution;
(g) Countries with areas with fragile ecosystems, including mountainous ecosystems;
(h) Countries whose economies are highly dependent on income generated from the production, processing and export, and/or on consumption of fossil fuels and associated energy-intensive products; and
(i) Landlocked and transit countries.

  
AILAC has engaged and attended such consultations so as to honor the outcome adopted in Paris and in doing so reiterated the above mentioned position. To achieve this outcome in Paris our Parties made important sacrifices despite the special circumstances our countries face in the light of the impacts of climate change.

To this end, AILAC, in accordance to Rule 12, and in an effort to uphold the delicate balance achieved in Paris, is proposing to include a specific agenda item on “the urgent and immediate needs and special circumstances of developing country Parties, including Latin American states, that are all particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change under the Convention and the Paris Agreement”. We further request this item is included in the provisional agenda of CMA 2.

AILAC reiterates its support and cooperation to the COP Presidency as it works toward a successful outcome in Katowice so as to advance in the effective implementation of the Paris Agreement and its long–term goals, enabling the multilateral regime to deliver an ambitious response to the global threat of climate change. 

Relevant Documents



	Article 4.8 of Convention

	Article 7.2 of the Paris Agreement 
	

	FCCC/CP/2016/10
	Report of COP 22, para.155

	FCCC/CP/2017/11
	Report of COP 23, paragraph 34




